
Welcome to 
Psychology at 

Worcester Sixth 
Form College

This session will aim to:
• Outline what psychology is and isn’t
• Explain what is involved in the course
• Give you more information to allow you to make a 

decision about whether to take A level Psychology



What is Psychology?



Psychology is… ‘The Science of Mind 
and Behaviour’

• A science A level

• The study of mental processes e.g. thinking, 
memorising, what thinking errors we make.

• But also observable behaviours e.g. 
aggression or autism

• Scientific and mathematical  10% maths skills

• Involves lots of content and written work

A very broad subject with many different areas

Aims to explain why most 
people do, and think the 
things that they do



There are many misconceptions about 
this new subject!

• Just common sense/ an easy option

• You use your own opinion 

• All about reading people’s minds/ analysing 
dreams or  body language

• It will involve lots of debating and practicals

• You will be a psychologist after doing it at A 
level



What does the course 
involve?



Year one topics

Cognition and 
Development

Attachments Stress

Psychological    
Approaches

Research Methods

Psychopathology

Bio Psychology



Year Two Topics

Aggression
Social Influence Issues and Debates

Memory Bio PsychologyPsychological    
Approaches



What GCSE’s do I need?



What GCSE results do you need?

In addition to the College entry requirements for a Level 
3 course…

– Grade 5 in GCSE English

– Grade 5 in GCSE Maths

– Grade 4 in GCSE Biology OR GCSE Combined 
Science (at Higher or Foundation level)

• COME AND TALK TO ONE OF US AT COURSE CONFIRMATION if 
you are uncertain after you get your results



Skills required

• The ability to write at length in a clear and 
coherent way (English)

• The ability to retain a lot of information

• Critical thinking

• The ability to be objective

• Be able to analyse data

• Have a genuine curiosity about humans!



What is the difference 
between GCSE and A 

Level?



Difference from GCSE Psychology

• For many of you, A Level Psychology will be a 
completely new subject (you do not have to 
have done GCSE Psychology)

• Much more depth than GCSE Psychology

• You will need to be able to evaluate in much 
more detail

• You will need to apply knowledge to new 
situations

• There is a lot more maths 



Who will my teachers be 
and where will I be 

taught?



Your Psychology Teachers

Emily Bilsby



Your Psychology Classroom

Here in the Psychology department at 
WSFC we have dedicated psychology 
rooms which house useful resources 
and interesting displays.



What resources will I need 
and what will I be provided 

with?



You will be provided with the most 
essential resources…

The Psychology teachers 
write booklets of notes 
that are designed 
precisely for the AQA
specification. This 
means that you don’t 
have to take notes. 



They also design workbooks for each topic to 
help develop your skills

An example of a data 
analysis question

A writing frame to 
help with essays

An evaluation 
breakdown to help 

build up skills



The Psychology teachers at 
WSFC are fully proficient at 
using Microsoft Teams to 
communicate remotely. All 
lesson resources are posted 
onto teams every week so 
that you can easily catch up if 
you were to miss a lesson. 



What sorts of things 
do we do in lessons?



What do we do in lessons?

• Learning lots about explanations for behaviour 
and research studies to support or challenge 
these

• Lots of exam question practice

• Some small group work

• Data analysis



How will I be 
assessed?



Key assessments
• Your grade in Psychology is based on 3 exams at the end of 2 

years (Summer 2023)

• In class you will be tested every 5-6 weeks

• There will be mocks throughout the 2 years

• You will have homework set every week

• You will also be given an independent study plan to help keep 
you on track outside of the classroom



Assessments will often 
include short answer style 

questions

They may also be made up of 
Multiple Choice Questions

There may be data 
analysis question

There will be 
essays too

Types of 
Assessments



What support is 
available to me?



If you get stuck…

• Your teachers will build in time during the lessons to help you 
if you get stuck

• You will have a personal tutor who is NOT a subject teacher

• There are also 4 specialist psychology workshops that run 
each week. You can book a 1:1 appointment with your 
teachers to go over anything that you have been stuck on, or 
missed. 



What subjects go well 
with psychology?



• Psychology is such a 
diverse and broad 
subject that it 
complements many 
combinations of A 
levels. 

• Some of our most 
popular combinations 
are…

• Sociology 

• Biology

• PE

• Criminology

• Maths

• Philosophy & Ethics



What can I do after 
studying psychology?





To find out more about careers in psychology

https://careers.bps.org.uk/

https://careers.bps.org.uk/


What do our current 
students say about 
Psychology?



What our students say…

Think of 

psychology as a 

science A level 

rather than an 

essay subject

‘There is a lot of 
maths but don’t let 

that scare you’

‘It is really 
different from 

any subject that 
you study before’

‘There is a lot of 
learning…it is not about 
your own interpretation 
which I thought it would 

be’

‘There is a lot of 
content…more 

than other 
subjects so be 

prepared’

‘Lessons are fast 
paced, but that 

isn’t necessarily a 
bad thing’

‘It will require a lot 
of work outside of 

the classroom’

‘It requires a lot 
of commitment’

Really nice teachers, the 

notebooks and workbooks 

and lay out of the lessons 

are really useful and make it 

easy to learn and remember 

information. My favourite

lesson :)

I have really loved 

psychology 

throughout the 

year in literally 

every aspect



What do I have to do 
before I start?



Summer work



Where to find the summer work

• You can download it from the meeting chat 
here

• Or access the bridging tasks using this link

https://www.wsfc.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Psychology.pdf

https://www.wsfc.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Psychology.pdf


Any Questions?


